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Dan & Whit’s feels pinch from _u_m_ box stores

By Kyle Wesson
Contributing Writer

NORWICH — Despite
CGrow Jim Douglas’ announcement
that September 15 Vermont's first
Independent Country  Srore
Month, many stores, such as Dan
and Whit's mn:_E& SLOrE  in
Norwich, are feeling the compe-
vcion from large chain stores
such as Wal-Mart and Home
Dhepeost.

The stores are trying to find
mew ways to get buyers, but a nis-
ing sales tax {going up to & per-
ceat this October), coupled with
new restrictions and permir fees,
sends maost buyers o New
Hempshire to do their shopping,
said Dan and Whit's owner Jack
Fraser.

"With all of the big stores
going in we are feeling che
proch,” Fraser sasd, whale declin-
ing to doulge specific numbers,
“For lirde stores who cannot bary
imn mhhﬁm. ..m_.._.ﬂ.—.._.—._.n-mr. WeE are start-
ing to strugghe. Stares like Home
Depor have becomne more and

more of 4 CompEntor o us
because they buy in such large
quantities, Because of this, the
growth rare of stores in Vermant
15 abour half thar in MNew
Hampshire.”

Fraser said thar the Vermonr
Association of Independent
Country Stores has made the
“effort to provide wharever sup-
port they can to the country
stores. We mry o do the best we
can.” Fraser behieves the problem
lies within Vermont. “Some sec-
tions of the state are definiely
trying to help {us our),” he said,
“and other sections of the stae
(the legslature) drive the laws

" apainst us.”

In Seprember, country stores
around the stare are planning o
host picnics, free choese tastings,
milk mustache contests and
gathenngs to celebrare their long
history. According to Frascr,
Seprember’s events are orying 1o
emphasize local Vermont prod-
ucrs.”

Dran and Whit's GGeneral Sore
in Morwich, with a motto of “If

September is Independent
Country Store Month

we dont have it, you don't need
it,” is one of the stores connected
o Seprember’s evenrs. ran and
Whir's has been a member of the
VAICS for three years now
Fraser has represented the store
ar the VAICS meetings, which
he said have “been helpful® to the
welfare of the store.

VAICS starved three years ago
a: a branch of the Vermont
Crrocers Associarion when some
store owners wanted te help
country srores deal with the
problems they faced while pro-
moting the idea COURETY SOOTES
are “historical, family owned, and
rown  orented,” said Llennis

Batherkis, executive director of

VAICS. “They needed o remind
people thar counery stores are
not charities, and that country
spores arc a essential part of vil-
lage culmure.”

WVAICS now consists of over
fo seores that meet historical
and business standards along
with high standards of service
One of the requirements to qual
ify, sawd Batherkas, i that the
stofes must “he able o support
the town if they are cut off from
the rest of the world.”

Batherkis said stores need to
“find other expansions nto the
needs of the community, that the
bigger stores cannot (support).”
For example, most country stoses
now sell wine, which is mor avail-
able ar a place like Wal-Mart

Thanks to VAICS, the coun-
Iry stores are starting te pet
revived. WAICS has been awand-
ed the Vermont Seal of Cuality
and has also started its own food
label, Vermamt Village Foods, which
will only be sold ar member
stores. WAICS will srart selling

Dan and Whit's in _.___nJ:_n_._

salsa, beans and barbecue glaze
thi: month, and will evenmually

sell soaps and soddas.
Jim Harrison, president of the

Vermont Grocers Associarion,

sasd, “Many of them {(the country

stoes) are very nich in history,
andd | chink it is important (for
theml 1o ban ogerher and mar-
ket themsehes. (September) will
be a good way to stan promaoting
amal supporting  local village

srores.”

Also  dunng  Seprember,
VATCSs Wb site wall get updart
ed with virtual maps, a product
and services darabase, and hisoor-
ical and promotonal videos. For
e -._._u._n_ﬁ_.-._wn-_u_-_ Ol ParmiCEpat-
ing i Independent Country
Swore Month call Jayne MNold
Laurendesn at Sor-48¢-Bogq, e
mail falls@vascs.org, or wsit the
Alliance Web site ar vaics.org




