
Future W ork a t Annu al
Meeting  2008 in Norwich

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE VERMONT ALLIANCE OF INDEPENDENT COUNTRY

Stores was held on the beautiful spring day of May 8 at the King Arthur Flour
meeting room in Norwich.

Familiar and new store owners were on hand to talk about their store
experiences over the past year, and to discuss upcoming events, including
Open Studio Day on Memorial Day weekend, the Fifth Anniversary of the
Newbury Store, the Vermont History Expo on June 21-22, and the 2008
Country Store Month in September. Everyone met Albert Huizing, the new
owner of the Northern Exposure Country Store.

Aside from upcoming events, discussion also covered the need for help in
increasing the Alliance membership and awareness of the Alliance as a “country
store mutual aid society,” especially as gas prices rise and the local option
becomes even more attractive to Vermont residents.

Vermont cheeses and smokehouse meats were available along with King
Arthur bread for lunch.

This year’s keynote talk was presented by the Alliance’s own Dennis Bathory-
Kitsz, whose new book on the country stores of Vermont is being published
by the History Press to coincide with Country Store Month in September. (A
discount is available to all Alliance members; please contact Dennis,
bathory@vaics.org) He told of the trials and tribulations of writing the book,
and related anecdotes about Vermont topics.

The private label soda program was also presented by Bill Carmody of
Benchmark Sales, with a crate of examples labeled for several of the Alliance
members. (For more information about the successful private label program,
please contact Charlie Wilson, taftsville@vaics.org)
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The Vermont Alliance of Independent Country Stores is a nonprofit
organization whose mission is to promote and enhance country stores, while
preserving their unique heritage and contributions to their communities.

Membership Info Online
ALLIANCE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  AND APPLICATION  FORMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR

download and printing at the vaics.org website. Under the heading “Member-
ship” click the link for Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF format. For potential
members, there’s also the PowerPoint slide show, our video, and other features.

Did you know? You can get this newslet-
ter ready to print in color at the vaics.org
website.
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H. N. W illiams Before & A f ter
OVER THE PAST YEAR, THE H. N. WILLIAMS STORE IN  DORSET HAS UNDERGONE

dramatic changes. For a photo album of how Billy Brownlee has expanded his
store without damaging its historical character, see page 4.


